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IMPRESSIVE: The Hillbark
Hotel

Gourmet Wirral

The city of Liverpool is a huge place
with lots to offer, but it was on a recent
trip to the stunning Port Sunlight
Village that forms part of the colourful Wirral Peninsula that lies between
two of Britain’s most famous rivers the
Mersey and the Dee, that I realised that
there was a lot more to see.
So on a cold miserable May morning,
rather than drive across the dreaded
M62 motorway we joined a Transpennine service at Middlesbrough and
were whisked across to Liverpool Lime
Street railway station. Watch out for
the brilliant life-size statue of Ken Dodd
and his bag full of Diddymen on the station concourse. We made another short
rail journey to the small attractive town
of West Kirby and took a taxi ride to
our hotel for the weekend, the very impressive Grade 2 listed hillbark hotel.
The mock Tudor building is situated
in its own grounds within the beautiful Royden Park and is surrounded by
woodland. I thought the exterior was
impressive, but step inside and you can
expect to bump into knights in shin-

ing armour walking through the oak
panelled corridors and galleries that
are in this stunning building. The hotel
staff were both extremely friendly and
very helpful throughout our stay and
the gourmet food was fantastic.
With 25 miles of attractive coastline
on the Wirral Peninsula, we decided
to visit a section of the Wirral Country
Park that overlooked the River Dee
and Welsh coastline in the distance.
The views were stunning, especially
on a warm sunny day. The area is also
a mecca for birdwatchers as it has a
fantastic variety of birdlife that feed in
the sand and mud at low tide.
For those of us who enjoy a ‘stroll’ there
is the Wirral Circular Trail, a 35-mile
route that would appeal to walkers or
even cyclists.
Moving on, we travelled a few miles
along the coast to West Kirby Sailing
Club where the annual ‘Wilson Trophy’
was being contested by dinghy racing
teams from all over the world. With
rolling starts, it appeared to be organ-

ised chaos as the various teams battled
for the winning line on the Marine
Lake. It’s a brilliant event to watch as
the lake is opposite the promenade allowing spectators close up views of the
action.
Another interesting attraction we visited was Church Farm, famous for its
award winning asparagus.
The family run business has diversiﬁed
and now grows and sell its own organic
food on the 60-acre site For family visits
there are animals such as donkeys,
meercats, rabbits and .
On the evening we had been invited to
The Wro Lounge at West Kirby for dinner. Apparently the word Wro relates to
the areas Viking past.
The food and atmosphere of the busy
venue was fantastic and can be highly
recommended. Across the road from the
restaurant was the Wro Bar, again very
busy, lively and a friendly atmosphere.
So you could say that ‘two Wros’ do
make a right!
– Tom Collins

WIND UP: Dinghy sailing on the Dee
Estuary

GREAT FOOD: The Wro Lounge

PEACEFUL: The Dee Estuary

For further details contact
The Hillbark Hotel, Royden Park, Frankby, CH481NP Tel
(0151) 6252400 www.hillbarkhotel.co.uk
The Wro Lounge. 2 Grange Road, West Kirby, Wirral.
CH484HA Tel (0151) 6252010
info@the-wro.co.uk

Transpennine Express www.tpexpress.co.uk
Wirral council’s Coastal Rangers (0151) 6785488
Church Farm, Church Lane, Thurstaston, Wirral. CH61
DHW Tel (0151) 6487838
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Send us your
holiday snaps
ARE you off on your holidays soon? Whether you’re travelling
to Scarborough or Spain we’d love you to send us a holiday
snap of you or your family reading their copy of the Mail when
you get there.
We’ll put the best ones here on our travel page. Please include
your name and address, who is in the picture and where you
went.
Or why not take one of our Proud to be a Poolie posters?
You can get a Proud to be a Poolie poster from Mail reception
or by visiting www.hartlepoolmail.co.uk.
Send your pictures to Put us in the picture, The Mail, New
Clarence House, Wesley Square, Hartlepool TS24 8BX.
You can also email them to us at mail.news@northeast-press.
co.uk.
By supplying your telephone number you’re happy to receive
SMS/MMS messages from Johnston Press plc, publishers of the
Hartlepool Mail. Johnston Press (or via its agents) and its business partners may contact you about new promotions, products
& services.
For quality and training purposes we may monitor communications.
By submitting any contribution, you expressly grant Johnston
Press Group plc a royalty -free licence to use such content in
accordance with our terms and conditions at http://ww1.investorrelations.co.uk/jpplc/termsofaccess/. If you do not consent to
this, you should not submit your contribution.
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