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The businesses and organisations listed in this guide are not an exhaustive list but are those that we know to be interested in the
Group Travel market and hence will be receptive to enquiries. Whilst every eﬀort has been made to ensure the accuracy in this
publication, Wirral Council cannot accept responsibility for any errors, inaccuracies or omissions.
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View from Sheldrakes Restaurant, Lower Heswall

Wirral Peninsula

Wirral Peninsula
Wirral Peninsula is tailor-made for groups and still retains an element of waiting to be discovered.
Compact with fantastic, award-winning natural assets, including 35 miles of stunning coastline and an
interior that surprises and delights, with pretty villages and rolling ﬁelds, a trip to Wirral never disappoints.
Many of our attractions are free and many oﬀer added extras for visiting groups and coach drivers.
Wirral is well-connected to the national road network and is sandwiched between the two world-class
cities of Liverpool and Chester, making it a perfect choice for combining city, coast and countryside
whether on a day visit or a short break.
The choice and quality of accommodation continues to grow while the local micro-climate ensures
that the fresh food produced is of the highest quality and is served in many of our eateries. With awardwinning tearooms and a restaurant scene that boasts the only Michelin Star restaurant in Merseyside, you
will be spoilt for choice. In addition, our events calendar features a wide variety of choice including two
fantastic ‘foodie’ events that perfectly showcase local food in lovely surroundings.
Come to Wirral and discover its many delights for yourself. We look forward to welcoming you!
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The Bidston Hill Windmill

itineraries

itineraries
The suggested itineraries have been designed to oﬀer inspiration, and provide the operator with an overview of
what Wirral has to oﬀer while emphasising our perfect location between the two nationally and internationally
renowned cities of Liverpool and Chester.
To assist you and help your customers, we have highlighted some free activity ideas that can be done in the
free time element of the Short Break itineraries. This is in recognition of the diﬃcult ﬁnancial climate that
currently prevails.
With fantastic road links, some truly ﬁrst class events, a wonderful and varied array of attractions, plus
award-winning accommodation and restaurants, Wirral has a diverse, and quality oﬀer to be truly savoured.
These suggested itineraries may help you plan your visit, but if you need any further assistance, please contact
Amanda Williams on 0151 691 8091.
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Full day itinerary 1:

Birkenhead treasures
mersey Ferry (river explorer), Birkenhead Priory
& st mary’s tower and Birkenhead Park
A GREAT way to start your day is with a trip on the world famous Mersey
Ferry. Take the River Explorer trip from Woodside. Sailing up the river it
provides a fascinating historical commentary along with unbeatable views of
the iconic UNESCO World Heritage Site Liverpool Waterfront.
From here it’s a short trip to Birkenhead Priory, the oldest building
still in use on Merseyside and encapsulating so much of the town’s history
within a small, enclosed site. Founded in 1150, the monks of this Benedictine
monastery looked after travellers for nearly 400 years and supervised the
ﬁrst regulated ‘Ferry ‘cross the Mersey’. St Mary’s Tower, the ﬁrst parish
church of the town, shares the site.
Nearby Birkenhead Park was the model for Central Park in New York
and the ﬁrst publicly-funded park in the world. It remains as popular today
as when it opened in 1847, a Grade I Historic Park, restored to its former
glory via an £11m facelift. There are many features such as the Swiss
Bridge and the Roman Boathouse which are sure to impress and a wonderful
new visitor centre and café to complete the experience.
LUNCH STOP SUGGESTIONS:
Home at Woodside, Coﬀee in the Park (Birkenhead)
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Pictured from top:
Mersey Ferries; Birkenhead Priory

Full day itinerary 2:

east Wirral exPlorer
Port sunlight, eastham village and eastham Country Park

AT PORT Sunlight Village you will experience something that is a true
delight. One of Britain’s most unique model villages, Port Sunlight is the
work of over 30 architects, and the variety of design and the beauty of the
buildings, plus the magniﬁcent Lady Lever Art Gallery and Port Sunlight
Museum, make this a trip you will remember for a long time.
Just down the A41 lies historic Eastham Village Conservation Area.
Centuries old, the settlement is medieval in origin and the village still
retains its original street pattern with roads set around the 14th century
church. This, and the rich variety of irregularly clustered period buildings,
largely determines its distinctive character.
Eastham Country Park sits on the banks of the Mersey Estuary and its
serenely wooded grounds oﬀers short walks from the information centre and
tea gardens to an ancient river crossing, ‘Jobs Ferry’ which was operated in
medieval times by monks. You can also see the remains of the old Victorian
Pleasure Gardens and Zoo which date back to 1846 and even the old bear pit.
LUNCH STOP SUGGESTIONS:
Lady Lever Café (Port Sunlight), Buca Di Beppo (The Village Hotel,
Bromborough), The Refreshment Rooms (Rock Ferry) Mimosa Tea Garden
(Eastham Country Park).
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Pictured from top:
Lady Lever Art Gallery; Eastham Village

Full day itinerary 3:

seaside toWns nostalgia
West kirby, hoylake & new Brighton

START your day in the quintessential seaside resort of West Kirby. Stroll
along the promenade and stop a while to admire the views over to the Welsh
hills or watch the water sports on the Marine Lake. Have a look at some of
the unusual shops in West Kirby or just simply idle your time here with an
ice cream or in one of the many quaint tea shops the town has to oﬀer.
Further along the west Wirral coast lies the neighbouring seaside town
of Hoylake. This also boasts a promenade and views, specialist shopping and
delicious eateries.
Finally, head to New Brighton, a seaside town that drew millions in its
heyday, but suﬀered a decline coinciding with the loss of its tower, pier and
huge outdoor swimming pool; only to now rise again like a phoenix from the
ashes. Come and see the new, New Brighton, once again bursting with
visitors following over £60million of investment; combining just the right
mix of old and new to suit all ages, tastes and budgets.
LUNCH STOP SUGGESTIONS:
Frankie’s (The Holiday Inn Express), Julian’s, Monte Carlo (Hoylake);
Peninsula Dining Room, Caﬀe Cream, The Floral Pavilion (New Brighton);
Portcullis (Leasowe Castle Hotel, Leasowe).
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Pictured from top:
West Kirby, Marine Lake; Lighthouse at New Brighton

Full day itinerary 4:

West Wirral exPlorer
Wirral Country Park, Church Farm & ness gardens

SPEND a little time in Wirral Country Park, browsing in the Visitor Centre,
walking a little of the Wirral Way or along the cliﬀ tops or beach, admiring
the fantastic views over to Wales as you breathe in the fresh, salty sea air.
Drop in at Church Farm to peruse the quality food in the farm shop, take
a tractor ride tour of the farm or do your own animal trail with beautiful
views over the River Dee and North Wales as a bonus.
Finish your day at the award-winning Ness Botanic Gardens. These
superb gardens overlooking the Dee Estuary were founded in 1898 by
Arthur Kilpin Bulley, a Liverpool cotton merchant with a passion for
gardens and for plant collecting. Not only are the gardens beautiful, they
also house one of the most interesting plant collections in the country. An
absolute treasure for garden lovers. In addition, there is a welcoming visitor
centre which houses a shop, plant sales, occasional local artist displays and
the quality tea room, The Garden Kitchen at Ness.
LUNCH STOP SUGGESTIONS:
Sheldrakes (Lower Heswall), Church Farm (Thurstaston), The Garden
Kitchen at Ness (Ness Gardens, Ness).
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Pictured from top:
Geese at Church Farm; Ness Botanic Gardens

Full day itinerary 5:

leverhulme ConneCtion
Brimstage, thornton manor & thornton hough

PART of the Leverhulme Estate, visit the historic Brimstage Hall Courtyard
to while away some time in this idyllic, rural setting where you’ll often ﬁnd
chickens wandering around with the visitors. The unusual array of shops set
around the courtyard and within the 12th century hall itself, are as far
removed from the average high street shopping experience as you could
possibly get.
Thornton Manor is one of the great merchant palaces, belonging as it
did to one of the worlds’ greatest industrialists, Lord Leverhulme. Come with
us on this tour of its magniﬁcent grounds, generally only available for guest
use, where you will genuinely feel that you have taken a step back in time.
Neighbouring Thornton Hough is another Leverhulme village which
he started work on in 1889. Set in lush pastures and ﬁne woodland, with
stunning architecture, Thornton Hough is a picture perfect example of
village life. Full of beauty and charm - a wander around this village will
not disappoint.
LUNCH STOP SUGGESTIONS:
The Seven Stars (Thornton Hough).
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Pictured:
Thornton Hough

Full day itinerary 6:

Culture, shoPPing & WWii mystery
Williamson art gallery & museum, Birkenhead market
& the u-Boat story
STARTING oﬀ at the Williamson Art Gallery & Museum, which houses
one of the best art collections in the North West of England, there are
paintings of all sorts. British watercolours and work by local artists join
highlights of the decorative arts collections, like Liverpool Porcelain and
Birkenhead’s own contribution to the Arts & Crafts Movement, the Della
Robbia Pottery. Always on show is the largest single display of ship models in
the area, focusing on Cammell Laird shipbuilders and their contribution to
marine history.
Nearby Birkenhead Market has been in existence since 1835 but is on a
diﬀerent site from the original following a ﬁre in 1974. The old clock was
saved and restored, taking pride of place in the main entrance at the new
market which today boasts over 300 indoor and outdoor stalls, including two
nationally acclaimed ﬁshmongers. The nearby U-Boat Story is a fascinating
attraction. Recovered from the seabed in 1993, this World War 11 German
submarine is now an exhibition showing the inside of the U-boat, the life of
the sailors and accounts of their recollections.
LUNCH STOP SUGGESTIONS:
The Williamson Art Gallery and Museum, Home at Woodside (Birkenhead).
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Pictured from top:
Williamson Art Gallery & Museum; U-Boat Story
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short Break itinerary 1:

seaside & gardens
(new Brighton & oxton village)

day one:
Pick up from your local stop and travel on to the wellknown seaside resort of New Brighton which many will
recall from its heyday when it boasted a tower even
bigger than Blackpool’s and Europe’s biggest open air
swimming pool. Here you will be dropped in the centre
for some free time to explore before meeting at the new
Floral Pavilion for a matinee performance. With the
original theatre dating back to 1913, this exceptional
venue oﬀers the perfect blend of heritage and up to the
minute facilities, together with a panoramic lounge
oﬀering amazing views of the River Mersey.
Transfer on to the nearby Leasowe Castle Hotel,
a unique Grade II listed building overlooking the north
Wirral coastline. You will have time to refresh before
dinner in the hotel’s restaurant, ‘Portcullis’ and free use
of the health club. You might even want to take a stroll
along the promenade to see Leasowe Lighthouse, the
oldest brick built lighthouse in Britain.

Vale Park
Promenade & beach
Marine Lake
The Williamson
Marine Point
Amusement arcades

day tWo:
You will be collected from your hotel after breakfast and
taken to the lovely Oxton Village Conservation Area for
the Secret Gardens of Oxton event.
The village dates back to the 13th century but the
main period of expansion was in the late 19th century
when wealthy Liverpool merchants and trades people
built elegant villas on the Oxton ridge, from which they
could view their shipping interests on the other side of
the River Mersey.
The event itself is centred around the beautiful
village gardens that open especially for the occasion with
all proceeds raised going to various charities. You will
see a wonderful array of plants and ﬂowers and be
inspired by a variety of creative garden designs. In
addition to the gardens, musical entertainments and art
shows will be taking place in the village centre. Village
shops, plant and craft stalls, cafes and pubs will all be
open on the day.
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Pictured clockwise from top left:
Secret Gardens of Oxton; New Brighton Marine Lake; Leasowe Castle Hotel

short Break itinerary 2:

liverPool & Wirral exPlorer

Views from Woodside
Albert Dock
Liverpool One
The Hope Street Quarter
Liverpool Waterfront

(City & Peninsula)

day one:
Pick up from your local stop and travel on to the famous,
maritime city of Liverpool where you will be dropped at
the Grade I listed Albert Dock for an afternoon of free
time. The city is now bulging with fabulous new shops
and boasts a world-class cultural oﬀering with the ﬁnest
collection of museums and galleries outside of the
capital. An added bonus is that they are free!
Transfer over to Wirral on the world famous
Mersey Ferry enjoying the fabulous views of the
UNESCO World Heritage Site Liverpool Waterfront
as you head for Woodside Ferry Terminal where your
coach will be waiting.
Transfer on to your hotel, the Holiday Inn Express
in Hoylake, where you will have time to settle in and
freshen up for dinner in the hotel restaurant Frankie’s,
a collaboration between renowned chef Marco Pierre
White and champion jockey Frankie Dettori. Hoylake
has a lovely promenade for those wanting to walk oﬀ
their evening meal.

day tWo:
You will be collected from your hotel after breakfast and
taken through the Wirral countryside to the pretty
Brimstage Hall Courtyard for a little retail therapy.
Brimstage Hall itself dates back to the 12th Century and
supposedly has two ghosts!
Nestling in a stunning rural setting, you will ﬁnd an
eclectic mix of interesting shops as far removed from the
high street as you could possibly get, and the resident
chickens keeping you company as you stroll around this
delightful attraction, only serve to enhance the experience.
Maintaining the rural theme, and only a few minutes
away, is the fantastic Wirral Food and Drink Festival,
held annually at Claremont Farm. Here there will be
ample opportunity for refreshments and the opportunity
to purchase quality food and drink, whilst also being
entertained by wonderfully diverse entertainment such as
The Sheep Show, folk music groups and Morris dancing.
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Pictured clockwise from top:
The Albert Dock, Liverpool; Brimstage Hall Courtyard; Wirral Food & Drink Festival
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short Break itinerary 3:

Christmas delights

The City Walls
Lady Lever Art Gallery
The 13th Century ‘Rows’
A stroll along the Dee
Roman Amphitheatre

(Chester & Port sunlight village)

day one:
Pick up from your local stop and travel on to the
wonderfully historic city of Chester where you will be
dropped in the centre for an afternoon of free time. With
roots that go back to Roman times, Chester is a delight
at any time of year but at Christmas it is particularly
lovely, as its old streets and architecture bathe in the
glow of thousands of Christmas lights.
Visit the cathedral, walk the city walls and medieval
rows or, weather permitting, simply take a stroll along
the banks of the River Dee. An afternoon in Chester
presents endless possibilities.
Transfer on to Wirral and your overnight stop, The
Village hotel. The hotel has free leisure facilities for
guests including an indoor pool and other facilities include
a pub and an in-house Starbucks. Dinner will be served in
the hotel restaurant, Buca di Beppo.

day tWo:
You will be collected from your hotel after breakfast and
taken the short journey to one of Britain’s most unique
model villages, Port Sunlight for their annual Christmas
Food Fayre. Built at the end of the 19th century, this garden
village was originally created as a home for workers at the
nearby Lever factory and boasts over 800 listed buildings.
You will be dropped at the centre of the village
where both Port Sunlight Museum and the wonderful
Lady Lever Art Gallery are situated.
Filled to the brim with food, family fun and yuletide
delights, the Fayre will bring together the very best in
food and drink producers from Cheshire and around the
North West, along with the nation’s top chefs to
demonstrate their skills and tips in the kitchen.
Live music, entertainment and traditional fairground
rides top oﬀ this sparkling Christmas event and give visitors
a chance to sit back, relax and enjoy the festive season
while they seek out the perfect gifts for their loved ones.
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Pictured clockwise from top:
Chester Cathedral; Port Sunlight Christmas Food Fayre; The Dell at Port Sunlight

Kites over the Mersey Festival, Fort Perch Rock, New Brighton

Within this section you will ﬁnd all the components necessary for you to plan your itineraries. It has been designed this
way for ease of use and it is hoped that you will be able to ‘pick & mix’ to pull together the kind of experiences that your
customers are looking for.
Also, in order to make your job easier, the accommodation, attractions and eateries featured are all those who are
already receptive to Coach Operator approaches, whilst the organisers of the three events featured in the Short Break
itineraries would also be keen to receive groups. Of the remaining events featured, whilst the organisers haven’t been
contacted, all have the capacity to take coaches, so may be considered for your market.
However, if what you are looking for isn’t here, the relevant web links for all four sections are at the bottom of the
respective introduction pages. For further assistance please contact Amanda Williams on 0151 691 8091.
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attraCtions:
For a small place, Wirral has a big
list of attractions. For full details,
such as Bank holiday opening hours
and pricing, or any other questions
regarding your potential visit, please
contact the attractions directly.
You might also ﬁnd it useful to use
this section of the guide in conjunction
with the Wonders of Wirral leaﬂet,
(PDF can be viewed and downloaded
from our website), which features
more detail on many of the attractions
displayed here, plus several not
included that could be of interest.
The attractions are also shown on
the map pages 38-39. The key opposite
and the icons featured at the bottom
of each attraction allows an at-aglance overview of facilities available.
Whatever you choose to do and
wherever you decide to go in Wirral,
it’s easy to see why Wirral is such a
great option.

www.visitwirral.com/attractions

attraCtions key:
P

Coach Parking
Disabled Access
%
OFF

Driver/Guide Concession
Drop oﬀ/Pick up point
Gift Shop

%

Group Discount
Guided Tours
Meet & Greet
Pre-booking Required
Restaurant/Café
Toilets

Birkenhead market
Nestling in the centre of the town, the
market oﬀers the very best of both
worlds with its spacious, modern
Wirral shopping hall and the friendly,
bustling, traditional outdoor market
oﬀering bargains and variety. There is a
balance to the range of traders and new
ones join all the time. Traders range
from homemade food & drink, local
hairdressers and some of the highest
brand clothing at aﬀordable prices.
Open: Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Tel: 0151 666 3194/5
Email: danny@birkenheadmarket.com
Claughton Road, Birkenhead, CH41 2YH
%
OFF
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%

Birkenhead Park
Designed by Sir Joseph Paxton,
Birkenhead Park is acknowledged to be
the ﬁrst publicly funded park in Britain.
The concept was to create an idealised
countryside landscape of open meadows,
naturalistic woodland belts and beautiful
lakes, shaped to appear as sinuous
rivers with views across to features
such as the Boathouse and Swiss
Bridge. Boasts a £1m glass visitor
centre with café and exhibition gallery.

Birkenhead Priory
& st mary’s toWer

Brimstage hall Courtyard

Founded in 1150, the monks of this
Benedictine monastery looked after
travellers for nearly 400 years and
supervised the ﬁrst regulated ferry ‘cross
the Mersey’. The tower of St Mary’s, the
ﬁrst parish church of the town, shares
the site which is now a memorial to
those lost in the 1939 disaster aboard
the Laird’s built submarine Thetis.

Brimstage is a beautiful village in the
heart of rural Wirral. Here you will ﬁnd
an abundance of gifts in a variety of
eclectic shops and visiting crafters.
Voirrey Embroidery & Crafts (contact
for the Courtyard) has a well deserved
reputation for needlework, yarn for
knitting and crochet, a delightful range
of fabrics for patchwork and quilting as
well as a free exhibition gallery.

Open: Daily from dawn till dusk.
Tel: 0151 652 5197
email: birkenheadpark@wirral.gov.uk
Park Drive, Birkenhead, Wirral CH41 4HY

Open: Weekends 10am-4pm
Other times by appointment
Tel: 0151 652 4177
Email: williamsonartgallery@wirral.gov.uk
Birkenhead, CH41 5JH

Open: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sunday
11am-5pm & until 8pm ﬁrst Thurs of month
Tel: 0151 342 3514
Email: mail@voirreycrafts.com
Brimstage Hall, Brimstage, CH63 6JA

P

P

P

%
OFF

%

%
OFF

%

%
OFF

%

23

24

ChurCh Farm

eastham Country Park

Floral Pavilion

An award-winning, 60-acre organic
farm with a shop selling organic fruit
and vegetables, and a wide range of
locally sourced high quality products,
plus the popular Munch Coﬀee Shop.
Serving light meals and coﬀee
throughout the day, this is the perfect
place to unwind. Take a tractor ride
tour of the farm or do your own animal
trail with beautiful views over the
River Dee and North Wales to enjoy.

Eastham Country Park is situated on
the Wirral bank of the River Mersey
providing superb views across the estuary
with its abundant birdlife. The 100 acres
of broadleaf woodland oﬀers opportunities
for peaceful walks. A Visitor Centre lies
close to the car park, and picnic areas are
situated on the open grassland close to the
river. A tea garden and two public houses
are also available on the riverfront.

The Floral Pavilion Theatre is situated
in a spectacular position on New
Brighton’s famous waterfront, oﬀering
panoramic views over the Mersey
Estuary. With the original theatre
dating back to 1913, this exceptional
venue oﬀers the perfect blend of a
heritage rich destination and up to the
minute facilities. Shows include
challenging drama, live music, dance
and large scale musicals and pantomime.

Open: Wed-Sun 10am-5pm and bank holidays
Tel: 0151 648 7838
Email: thefamily@churchfarm.org.uk
Church Lane, Thurstaston, CH61 0HW

Open: Daily from dawn to dusk
Visitor Centre daily 10am-4.30pm
Tel: 0151 327 1007
Email:easthamrangers@wirral.gov.uk
Ferry Road, Eastham, Wirral, CH62 0BH

Box oﬃce open: Mon-Sat 11am-6pm
Tel: 0151 666 0000
Email: ﬂoralpavilion@wirral.gov.uk
Marine Promenade, New Brighton CH45 2JS

P

P

P

%
OFF

%

Photograph by Peter Corcoran

lady lever art gallery

mersey Ferries

ness BotaniC gardens

One of the most beautiful collections
of ﬁne and decorative arts in the UK.
Including Pre-Raphaelite masterpieces
by Rossetti, Millais, Holman Hunt and
Burne-Jones, British 18th & 19th century
paintings by Turner, Gainsborough and
Romney, ﬁne English furniture, Wedgwood
Jasperware and Chinese porcelain
displays. The gallery oﬀers a shop,
popular café and a changing programme
of temporary exhibitions and events.

There’s no better way to experience
Wirral than from the deck of the famous
and iconic Mersey Ferry. It is a fantastic
way to see the spectacular waterfront
views of the unrivalled and ever evolving
UNESCO World Heritage Site
waterfront from the deck of this famous
ferry. The daily, 50-minute journey on the
River Explorer Cruise runs year-round
and oﬀers a fascinating commentary of
the River Mersey’s rich past and present.

These superb gardens overlook the Dee
Estuary and were founded in 1898 by
Arthur Kilpin Bulley, a Liverpool cotton
merchant with a passion for gardens and
for plant collecting. The gardens house a
living collection of 15,000 plants, many
of which were early introductions from
China, the Himalayas, Tibet and Burma.
The Visitor Centre houses a quality tea
room and shop, exhibitions and plant sales.

Open: Daily from 10am-5pm. Free entry.
Tel: 0151 478 4136 / 0151 478 4178
Email: ladylever@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk
Port Sunlight Village, CH62 5EQ

Open: Check www.merseyferries.co.uk
Tel: 0151 330 1444
Email: info@merseyferries.co.uk
Woodside or Seacombe Ferry Terminals

Open: Daily 10am-5pm (Feb-Oct)
and 10am-4.30pm(Nov-Jan)
Tel: 0845 030 4063
Email: nessgdns@liv.ac.uk
Neston, South Wirral, CH64 4AY

P

P

P

%
OFF

%

%
OFF

%

%
OFF

%
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Port sunlight museum
Port Sunlight Museum & Garden
Village is a unique and beautiful 19th
century garden village created solely
for the Sunlight Soap factory workers.
Step inside Port Sunlight Museum and
meet the village’s creator, ‘Soap King’
William Hesketh Lever. Experience
what it was like to live and work here
during the village’s heyday. It also
features a quality shop and tearoom.

26

Williamson art gallery
& museum

thornton manor gardens

The Williamson houses one of the best
art collections in the North West of
England in its beautifully proportioned
galleries. Paintings of all sorts, especially
British watercolours and work by local
artists, join highlights of the decorative
arts collections like Liverpool Porcelain
and Birkenhead’s own contribution to
the Arts & Crafts Movement, the Della
Robbia Pottery. Onsite café inside.

Thornton Manor has been designated
as a Grade II listed building, and from
1888 to the end of the 20th century, the
house was occupied by the Viscounts
Leverhulme. The gardens as they are
now were planned by Thomas H. Mawson
and the 1st Viscount. Featuring a kitchen
garden, a structure known as The
Lookout, a lake lying to the west of the
house and a system of tree-lined avenues,
these gardens are sure to delight.

Open: Daily 10am-5pm
Tel: 0151 644 6466
Email: info@portsunlightvillage.com
23 King George’s Drive, Port Sunlight,
CH62 5DX

Open: Tues-Sun, 10am-5pm
Tel: 0151 652 4177
Email: williamsonartgallery@wirral.gov.uk
Slatey Road, Birkenhead, CH43 4UE

Open: By prior arrangement
Tel: 0151 353 1155
Email: info@thorntonmanor.co.uk
Thornton Hough, CH63 1JB.

P

P

P

%
OFF

%

%
OFF

%
OFF

u-Boat story

Wirral Country Park

View the amazing life onboard a real
German U-boat at this award-winning
attraction. With original ﬁlm archive
and interactive displays you will witness
all the dramatic action and learn about
the enduring mystery of World War II
German submarine U-534. View its
amazing interior and discover its
surprisingly well preserved artefacts
including a rare Enigma machine.

The ﬁrst country park in Britain, Wirral
Country Park is based on a former railway
line which ran from West Kirby to Hooton,
The Wirral Way. It is a spectacular,
multi-use leisure facility aﬀording
stunning views across to Wales. The site
also contains areas such as The Dungeon
(a sandstone gorge with woodland),
Cubbins Green (a grassy cliﬀ top area),
Visitor Centre at Thurstaston, picnic
& BBQ areas and nature trails.

Open: Daily 10.30am-5.30pm.
Last admission 5pm
Tel: 0151 330 1444
Email: info@merseyferries.co.uk
Woodside Ferry Terminal, Birkenhead, CH41 6DU

Open: Visitor Centre, daily 10am-4.45pm
Tel: 0151 648 4371
Email: WCP@wirral.gov.uk
Station Road, Thurstaston, CH61 0HN

P

P

%
OFF

%
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Vale Park bandstand, New Brighton

aCCommodation
make the most of your visit to
Wirral by staying overnight.
the accommodation
providers featured on these
pages are those included
within the ‘short Break
itineraries’ on pages 15-19.
All have indicated that
they would welcome Group
business and all are ideally
located for quick access to the
event element of the second day.
Please contact the
accommodation direct for
rates and any other queries
you may have.
More detailed information
about where to stay in Wirral
is available on our website.
Here you’ll ﬁnd a wealth of
choice and be able to see the
full quality of the overall oﬀer.

www.visitwirral.com/
where-to-stay
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holiday inn exPress,
hoylake

leasoWe Castle

Ideally situated close to the promenade,
this new build, 56 bedroom hotel gives
you something unique; a mix of
cosmopolitan, blending with the original
Victorian House which houses the
fabulous Marco Pierre White’s
restaurant, Frankie’s, bedrooms and
meeting room. The supporting
infrastructure oﬀers an eclectic mix of
rural, urban and coastal activity from
sailing at the seaside town of West Kirby
to playing golf at the neighbouring
Royal Liverpool Golf Club.

Leasowe Castle oﬀers a stunning venue
with extensive facilities and is one of
the most historic hotels in Wirral. The
castle is a unique Grade II listed building
overlooking the stunning Wirral
coastline and is set amongst beautiful,
tranquil gardens oﬀering a peaceful
retreat for both work and leisure, yet is
only minutes from the M53, oﬀering
quick access to Liverpool and Chester.
All guests have free access to the ‘Castle
Club’ leisure facilities while the elegant
Portcullis Restaurant specialises in
English and French cuisine.

The King’s Gap, Hoylake, CH47 1HE
Tel: 0151 632 2073
www.hiexpresshoylake.co.uk

Leasowe Road, Moreton, CH46 3RF
Tel: 0151 606 9191
www.leasowecastle.com

village hotel, BromBorough
Just minutes from the picture postcard
village of Port Sunlight, this hotel has
a wide selection of room choices from
standard to the newer, upgraded rooms
which provide free wi-ﬁ and iPod
docks. All rooms come with
complimentary use of the extensive
Leisure Club facilities which include a
state-of-the-art health and ﬁtness suite
and a heated pool. In Buca Di Beppo
you can enjoy authentic Italian cuisine.
In addition, there is a classic sports bar
with luxury furnishings and a Starbucks
for that caﬀeine ﬁx.
Pool Lane, Bromborough Pool, CH62 4UE
Tel: 0151 643 1616
www.village-hotels.co.uk/hotels/wirral
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events
2013 and 2014 are set to be
exciting years for Wirral as it
anticipates the return of the
open Championship to royal
liverpool golf Club in
hoylake in July 2014.
The following is just a
small selection of the many
events on oﬀer, lots more can
be found on our website.
it is essential that you
contact the organisers prior
to your visit, even for the free
events, as advice will need to be
given with regards to parking
and drop-oﬀ/pick up points,
and it will help the organisers
to prepare your welcome.
Please also ensure that
you check dates and times
prior to your visit as they can
be subject to change.

www.visitwirral.com/whats-on
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seCret gardens oF oxton: May
Oxton Village | Tel: 07963 248 268 | www.oxtonsociety.org.uk
kites over the mersey: June
New Brighton Dips | Tel: 0151 666 3188| www.visitwirral.com

the mersey Pirate muster: June
Marine Promenade, New Brighton | Tel: 0151 666 3188 | www.merseypiratemuster.com
Port sunlight village Festival: July
Port Sunlight Village | Tel: 0151 644 6466 | www.portsunlightvillage.com

Wirral Food & drink Festival: August
Claremont Farm, Bebington | Tel: 0778 5783408 | www.wirralfoodanddrinkfestival.co.uk
hoylake rnli oPen day: August
Hoylake Promenade | Tel: 0151 632 2103| www.hoylakelifeboat.org.uk

Birkenhead Park Festival oF transPort: September
Birkenhead Park | Tel: 0151 666 3188 | www.bheadtransportfest.com / www.visitwirral.com
Port sunlight Christmas Food Fayre: December
Port Sunlight Village | Tel: 0151 644 6466 | www.portsunlightvillage.com

Food & drink
listed in these pages are the
suggested lunch stops that
were featured in the ‘Full day’
itineraries.
All of these establishments
have indicated that they are
interested in catering for groups
and they have the necessary
catering capacity depending on
size. Please call the establishment
in advance to check that they
can accommodate your group
and to arrange your visit.
The following venues do
not feature here as they lie
within the accommodation and
attractions sections and have
the same contact details:
accommodation: Buca Di Beppo,
Frankie’s, Portcullis
attractions: Church Farm, Lady
Lever, The Garden Kitchen at
Ness, The Williamson.
www.visitwirral.com/
food-and-drink

CaFFe Cream

Carringtons @ the Floral

Award-winning Caﬀe Cream of New
Brighton is the home of homemade ice
cream. Situated in New Brighton’s new
Marine Point development, it has been
providing the hard working people of
Wirral and beyond with handcrafted
coﬀee and homemade ice cream
produced on site in their special
laboratory since opening in early 2012.
Caﬀe Cream has wonderful views,
indoor and outdoor seating and also
oﬀers a variety of paninis and cakes to
rival their delicious ice cream.

Using fresh, locally sourced produce
and with a fully combined café bistro
menu designed to bring together the
art of performance with the art of food
by the company’s very own Master
Chef of Great Britain, Darren Wynn,
there is something here to entice
everybody’s tastes and meet all
budgets. Good food and fantastic views
of the river and promenade from the
Panoramic Lounge, often with free
entertainment, are par for the course
when you choose to dine here.

Marine Point, Kings Parade,
New Brighton, CH45 2PB
Tel: 07951 751 366
www.caﬀecream.co.uk

Floral Pavilion Theatre,
New Brighton, CH45 2JS
Tel: 0151 630 4888
www.ﬂoralpavilion.com
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CoFFee in the Park

home at Woodside

Julian’s

Coﬀee in the Park is situated in the
world’s ﬁrst publicly funded park and
the model for Central Park in New
York, Birkenhead Park. Housed within
the fantastic new Visitor Centre, The
Pavilion, and oﬀering Fairtrade and
organic products, treat yourself to an
all day breakfast, a light bite, or one of
the specials. Relax in the al fresco area
providing the perfect spot to enjoy the
magniﬁcently manicured landscape or
have a look at the local art in the
adjacent gallery.

Home at Woodside Ferry Terminal is
set in a 1920s style, Grade II listed
original ferry booking hall. A spacious,
two-tiered setting provides the ideal
venue to enjoy the fantastic Liverpool
skyline, whilst enjoying the unrivalled,
beautiful views over the River Mersey.
Serving modern British breakfasts and
meals, interesting twists on classics
like smoked salmon with pesto
scrambled eggs, is just one of the many
tempting options. For an afternoon
treat try a creamy cappuccino with a
freshly made cake.

Julian’s is one of Wirral’s ﬁnest
restaurants with a reputation for mouth
watering, innovative cuisine and friendly,
professional, attentive service. The
Wirral eatery boasts extensive á la
carte and table d’hôte menus and an
excellent wine list. Vegetarians and
customers with food allergies are
always welcome, as Julian (Award
Winning Chef/Patron of 36 years)
will happily adapt any dish to suit you.
Enjoy the relaxed, comfortable
atmosphere, and the table is yours for
as long as you want it.

Visitor Centre, Birkenhead Park, Birkenhead,
CH41 4HD
Tel: 0151 652 3337
www.twitter.com/@realcappuccinos

Woodside Ferry Terminal, Birkenhead CH41 6DU
Tel: 0151 330 1475
www.homecoﬀee.co.uk/woodside

20 Birkenhead Road, Hoylake, CH47 3BW
Tel: 0151 632 6241
www.juliansrestaurant.co.uk

mimosa tea garden
Set in lovely surroundings, close to the
Visitor Centre in Eastham Country
Park, and all of the attractions that lie
within, the tea garden sells all sorts of
gorgeous treats, from Cheshire Farm
Ice Cream and homemade cakes, to
freshly made soup, tasty stews and
toasties. It is set outside so is perfect
for summer outings, but even if it’s
raining there is a little indoor gallery
displaying local art for shelter, or
plenty of gazebos around the seating
area. The Mimosa is a little gem just
waiting to be discovered in a truly
enchanting and historic area of Wirral.
Green Lane, Eastham Ferry, CH62 0BH
Tel: 0151 327 1554

monte Carlo restaurant
Bar & grill

Peninsula dining room

A friendly and atmospheric
Mediterranean restaurant, Monte Carlo
has an outdoor area to enjoy lunch,
weather permitting, or indulge in the
early evening sunshine and watch the
world go by. The restaurant is spread
over two ﬂoors and is therefore able to
accommodate many guests. Monte
Carlo Restaurant, Bar & Grill aims to
delight the residents and visitors to this
quaint seaside town, with a wide choice
of dishes and great service and
hospitality in pleasant surroundings.

Peninsula Dining Room is a
contemporary restaurant located in the
seaside resort of New Brighton close to
the historic and popular Floral Pavilion
Theatre. It has been selected Readers’
Favourite in the Which Good Food
Guide 2011 and has been awarded
Wirral’s Most Professional Waiting
On Team of the Year 2012. Using fresh,
local produce from some of Wirral’s
ﬁnest suppliers, this provides the basis
for the enticing seasonal menus on
oﬀer and regular specials. Peninsula
oﬀers stunning food at reasonable prices.

22-24 Market St, Hoylake, CH47 2AE
Tel: 0151 632 2041
www.montecarlohoylake.com

3 Grosvenor Road, New Brighton, CH45 2LW
Tel: 0151 639 8338
www.peninsula-dining-room.co.uk
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sheldrake’s

the reFreshment rooms

the seven stars

Sheldrake’s is unquestionably one of the
Wirral Peninsula’s hidden treasures.
With its breathtaking sunsets, beautiful
and spectacular views across the River
Dee and a relaxed friendly atmosphere
to rival that of any Spanish bar or
Greek taverna, it truly captures the
spirit of the Mediterranean. Sheldrakes’
distinctive location and sumptuous
food, serving seasonal menus and
using local produce, promises a
memorable visit that puts it in a class
of its own. Sit back, relax and absorb
the ambience.

Displaying many historical features
including a magniﬁcent chandelier
which hangs above the bar and a giant
sized ship’s wheel at the end of the bar,
you will be served delicious food in
what was once the old Admiral Pub.
The menu is of the highest quality
using locally sourced produce with
beautiful plates to share, a roast dinner
each and every day, breakfasts and tea,
coﬀee and pastries. In addition, there
are also local real ales to savour.
History, hospitality and good food
awaits you at this lovely new venue.

The Seven Stars is a charming,
traditional pub set in the heart of the
beautiful village of Thornton Hough.
Dating from the 1850s, the pub is
tastefully decorated in a style in keeping
with the traditional feel of the building.
On cold winter nights the ﬁre burns in
the Inglenook ﬁreplace, adding to the
cosy atmosphere, but there is also a beer
garden for nicer days. Freshly produced
food is available in the restaurant (meals
can also be served in the bar area)
between 12 noon and 9pm every day.
Specials are available daily.

Banks Road, Lower Heswall, CH60 9JS.
Tel: 0151 342 1556
www.sheldrakesrestaurant.co.uk

Bedford Road East, Rock Ferry, CH42 1LS
Tel: 0151 644 5893
www.refreshmentrooms.com

Church Road, Thornton Hough, CH63 1JW
Tel: 0151 336 4574
www.sevenstarswirral.co.uk

Sheldrake’s Restaurant, Lower Heswall
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Lady Lever Art Gallery - Coach parking area shown in front of main entrance

CoaCh inFormation

CoaCh inFormation
Wirral encompasses an area of a mere 15 miles long and seven miles wide. It doesn’t just have the one coach hub, as with
many of the traditional coach destinations, but has several dotted around the beautiful peninsula, as well as boasting a
great selection of coach-friendly attractions which have superb coach facilities of their own. Many attractions oﬀer added
extras for visiting groups and coach drivers.
Easy to get around, with an eﬃcient road network and the two iconic Mersey tunnels linking it to its famous
neighbour Liverpool, plus a new coach hub at Woodside Ferry Terminal, making the ferry link to the city an attractive
proposition, it is possible to ﬁt so much into your itineraries.
However, some of the destinations in Wirral are still evolving, particularly with regards to the coach market; New
Brighton is one such example. It is imperative that you check in advance the latest information when planning your visit
and before you set out. The coach pages of our website will be regularly updated, or you can contact Amanda Williams
on 0151 691 8091.
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CoaCh Parking
Wirral:

liverPool:

eastham:
Drop oﬀ/pick up Eastham Village Road or Stanley Lane
(5 minutes).

Liverpool extends the warmest welcome to coaches visiting the
destination. Located at Liverpool Cathedral in the city’s historic
Hope Street Quarter, Albert Dock on the Liverpool Waterfront
and the new service at the Liverpool ONE bus station, groups
arriving in the city are able to ﬁnd out about the destination from
a team of enthusiastic coach hosts. This is a free service, with
beneﬁts for both passengers and drivers. For more information,
please visit www.liverpooltraveltrade.com/coach-welcome

hoylake
No designated coach parking. Drop oﬀ/pick up at Kings Gap
(5 minutes).
neW Brighton
Parking at Fort Perch Rock Car Park. Free of charge at the
moment but may be subject to change. Drop oﬀ/pick up outside
the Floral Pavilion Theatre.
Port sunlight
Extensive free coach parking adjacent to the Lady Lever Art
Gallery, with the village attractions easily accessible on foot.
thornton hough
Free coach parking and drop oﬀ/pick up point at Smithy Hill.
West kirBy
Drop oﬀ/pick up at West Kirby Concourse (5 minutes).
Woodside
Free parking and coach-friendly, with the option to use the ferry
to connect Wirral and Liverpool.
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Chester:
Coach parking in Chester is situated at The Little Roodee
Coach/Car Park, CH1 1SL - located next to the Grosvenor
Bridge, Chester Castle and the River Dee. Full information is
available at www.visitchester.com/ideas/groups/arriving-by-coach
For the latest information on coach parking, drop oﬀ points in
Chester, to book guided tours or for help with any aspect of
your group visit, please contact Sue Foster, Welcome Manager,
Marketing Cheshire on 01244 405635 or email
s.foster@marketingcheshire.co.uk

By road to Wirral From:
Birmingham 106 miles | Chester 21 miles | Leeds 82 miles | Liverpool 10 miles | London 219 miles | Manchester 44 miles
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For more information or to download a copy of our Group Travel Guide, visit
www.visitwirral.com/grouptravel
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