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Welcome to Wirral

BOROUGH OF CULTURE 2019
We are delighted that Wirral is Borough of Culture for Liverpool
City Region this year. It’s going to be a spectacular year for
culture, heritage and sport in Wirral and we’re excited to share
the first few months of our extraordinary programme with you.
Following on from the success of our events and exhibitions in 2018, this year
promises to be even bigger – delivering memorable and surprising events
across the borough for even more residents and new and returning visitors,
and providing a growing platform for our talented creative community.
Discovery, exploration and the great outdoors are central to what you can look
forward to in the borough throughout 2019. We’ll be using our events to tell the
story of Wirral and celebrate everything which makes it an amazing place to
live, work and visit.
Our events this year are designed to showcase Wirral’s magnificent open
spaces, big skies and beautiful coastline to the world. We look forward to
seeing you there.

Cllr Phil Davies
Leader, Wirral Council
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Wirral
History &
Heritage
Fair
Date Saturday 9 March
Time 10am - 4pm
Location Birkenhead Town
Hall, Hamilton Square
Free

A day of discovery for everyone
awaits at the annual Wirral History
& Heritage Fair. Discover more
about Wirral’s fascinating past with
over 70 stalls from local heritage
attractions and societies, including
family history experts.
See inside the Grade II* listed
Birkenhead Town Hall with its stunning
stained glass windows, splendid fittings
and its portraits of the men who ‘made
Birkenhead’.
Vintage vehicles in Hamilton Square
and visits from costumed characters
will bring history to life as part of the
Fair. There will be bookstalls selling
new and second-hand books and hot
and cold refreshments available all day.
The Fair is organised by Wirral History
and Heritage Association.

For more information, visit:
wirralhistoryandheritage.org.uk
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Animated
Square

Date Saturday 23 March
Time 5pm – 9pm
Location Hamilton Square,
Birkenhead
Free

Birkenhead Town Hall comes alive
with an incredible 3D projection
which tells the story of Birkenhead’s
past, present and future.

Visit the monks who lived at Birkenhead
Priory and ran the first ferry ‘cross the
Mersey, celebrate Wirral’s Viking heritage,
see how Birkenhead-built ships have
travelled the world – and much more!

First seen in May last year as part of
Wirral’s Tall Ships celebrations, rediscover
this breath-taking display, featuring new
content for 2019. The projection will be
shown at 7.45pm, with another chance to
see it at 8.30pm.

In the build up to this extraordinary show,
Hamilton Square will be filled with light
and colour. Enjoy street entertainment
and live music from fantastic local choirs.
Take a spin at the fun fair, and grab a bite
from delicious food and drink stalls.

Created by award-winning Illuminos,
Animated Square celebrates the town’s
people, places and history.

For more information, visit:
imaginewirral.com
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Radio
Local

Date Saturday 20 April
Time 8am – 8pm
Location Cherry Tree
Shopping Centre, Liscard
Free

Experience a radio station with a
difference when Radio Local swings
into Liscard!

Fancy trying your hand at radio?
Keep an eye out for an exciting two-day
workshop taking place in Liscard on
Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 April in the
run-up to the big show.

Your always engaging and always
unpredictable hosts Hunt & Darton will
be broadcasting from their outdoor
studio throughout the day, bringing you
locally collected stories and fun-packed
features – delivered in collaboration with
local residents.

Commissioned by Heart of Glass.
Presented in partnership with Wirral
Council, as part of Wirral Borough of
Culture 2019.

The project is supported by BBC
Merseyside and Radio Wirral

Come along and you might get the
chance to create live jingles, play games,
share your problems with their agony
aunt, and listen to the super-local traffic
report. Or tune in from the comfort of
your own home!

For more information, visit:
imaginewirral.com
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Dates May – September
Location Williamson Art
Gallery & various locations
Free

Explore how Wirral made its mark
on the world of shipbuilding with
this fascinating series of exhibitions
and displays.
Venues including the Williamson Art
Gallery and Museum and Birkenhead
Priory will host interactive displays
charting Wirral’s unique contribution
to maritime exploration.

stories of those whose lives were shaped
by life in the shipyards. The exhibitions
will also look at the ships themselves,
uncovering the history of Wirral-built
vessels and the tragic tale of HMS Thetis.
For more information, visit:
imaginewirral.com

Featuring archive photography
and historic artefacts, discover how
shipbuilding changed Wirral forever.
Made of Iron will dive into the personal
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7 Alleys by

The Witching
Hour
Immerse yourself in spinning tales of
alchemy and legend, brought to life
with spellbinding fire and spectacle,
magic and wonder.

Hull UK Cit
Periplum for

y of Culture

2017. Photo:

James Mulke

Dates Thursday 17 May –
Sunday 19 May
Location Birkenhead Park
Free

Designed to connect people and inspire
imagination, the performance will draw
on the unique characteristics of Hull and
Wirral, weaving a story between the two
and working with local communities and
artists to inspire the creative direction.

Wirral is joining forces with Absolutely
Cultured (the company evolved from Hull
UK City of Culture 2017) to present this
enchanting new production.

A unique and shared experience for
audiences across the country – connected
by culture, imagination and curiosity.

In Wirral, this brand-new outdoor show
will unfold in the beautiful surroundings
of Birkenhead Park after dark, featuring
live performance, music and pyrotechnic
effects.

The Witching Hour by Periplum.
Commissioned by Wirral Borough of
Culture 2019 and Absolutely Cultured.
Produced by Absoutely Cultured.
To stay up to date, visit:
imaginewirral.com
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OVO Energy
Tour Series
Wirral is set for cycling fever in 2019
as the incredible OVO Energy Tour
Series and Tour of Britain come to
the borough for the very first time!

Date Tuesday 21 May
Location Hamilton Square
Free

During the daytime Hamilton Square will
play host to cycling-themed activities and
events for everyone to enjoy, before the
professional women’s and men’s races in
the early evening, with highlights of both
shown on ITV4 the following day.

The unique team-based OVO Energy
Tour Series brings together the best in
British professional male and female
riders, including the likes of British
Olympians Ed Clancy, Katie Archibald
and Elinor Barker and gives you the
chance to see them in action and upclose. When the exhilarating competition
rides into Wirral, the circuit will centre
around historic Hamilton Square and the
surrounding area.

For more information, visit:
imaginewirral.com

Photo: SWPix

TOUR OF BRITAIN is coming to Wirral in SEPTEMBER!
Look out for more announcements coming soon.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March

April

Hitchin:
02 Stephen
Shooting the Sun
Williamson Art
Gallery & Museum
P15 2 March -14 April

Wirral History &
09 Heritage
Fair

Local History
Month
Wirral Libraries
throughout April

06

P3 Birkenhead Town Hall

15

Wirral Festival
of Music, Speech
& Drama

Birkenhead High
School Academy
P17 15-23 March

19

Picnic in the Park
Grand Opening
Anniversary
Celebration
Birkenhead Park

06

We’re Going on a
Bear Hunt
Floral Pavilion
6-7 April

Madagascar
the Musical

Animated
Square

30

Williamson Open
Art & Photography
Exhibition

Lady Lever Art Gallery

Williamson Art
Gallery & Museum
P15 30 March-5 May

P17

10
P18

10

18

Hamilton Square

P12 29 March-6 May

01

P7

P4 Birkenhead

29

P6

17

Floral Pavilion

Fresh Perspectives

Made of Iron

P14

P16 19-23 March

23

May

08

Avenue Q

20

Radio Local

Floral Pavilion

P17 8-13 April

Cherry Tree 		
Shopping Centre
P5 Liscard

P18

Wirral Walking
Festival
Various locations
1-31 May

Wilson Trophy
West Kirby
Marine Lake
10-12 May

Wirral Poetry
Festival
Various locations
10-12 May

The Witching
Hour
Birkenhead Park
17-19 May

International
Guitar Festival
Floral Pavilion
18-31 May

		
Ovo Energy
Tour Series

21
P8

Hamilton Square
Birkenhead

31

River Festival
Wirral

P11
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Various locations
from May

New Brighton
31 May-2 June

MARCH - JULY 2019
Art Outdoors
Various locations
from June

July
05

Hoylake Street
Festival Weekend
Hoylake

P14 5-7 July

01 Rembrandt
in Print

Lady Lever Art Gallery

P12 1 June-15 September

the Night
04 InGarden
Floral Pavilion
4-5 June

12

West Kirby
Arts & Crafts
Weekend

P14 West Kirby

15

Leo Sayer
Floral Pavilion
15 June

12-14 July

15

Fame
the Musical
Floral Pavilion

P16 15-20 July
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For details on all of these events, visit:
imaginewirral.com

June

River Festival
Wirral
The ever-popular River Festival
returns to both sides of the Mersey
with spectacular performances,
installations and fun-filled family
entertainment.
An exciting line-up of activities and street
animation will take over New Brighton for
the whole weekend.
Throughout the weekend, there will also
be an artisan food and drink offer along
the waterfront to complete the perfect
day out.
For more information, visit:
imaginewirral.com
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Dates Friday 31 May –
Sunday 2 June
Location New Brighton
Free

Lady Lever
Art Gallery

Location Port Sunlight
Village, CH62 5EQ
Free, donations welcomed

Fresh Perspectives

Rembrandt in Print

29 March - 6 May

1 1 June - 15 September

This unique exhibition provides
secondary school students from our
local community to display artwork
in a national gallery. Featuring an
impressive range of painting, drawing,
sculpture and photography come and
enjoy artwork from the artists, makers
and creatives of the future.

Widely hailed as the greatest painter
of the Dutch Golden Age, Rembrandt
Harmensz van Rijn (1606 -1669) was
also one of the most innovative and
experimental printmakers of the
seventeenth century.
This exhibition will present Rembrandt
as an unrivalled storyteller through 50
outstanding prints ranging from 1630
until the late 1650s. A variety of subjects
will be covered including intense selfportraits, atmospheric landscapes,
intimate family portraits, biblical stories
and confronting nude studies.

Participating schools: Birkenhead School,
Bebington High Sports College, Calday
Grange Grammar School, South Wirral
High School and Upton Hall School.

Exhibition organised by the Ashmolean
Museum, University of Oxford.
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Art
Outdoors

Date Summer
Location Various locations
across Wirral
Free

This summer will see an inspiring
programme of art outdoors in
Wirral’s amazing open spaces,
showcasing the work of fantastic
local artists and using art to elevate
our already stunning natural assets.

will take you on a journey to discover
new and hidden places, and view familiar
spaces in a different light.
Pick up a copy of our Art Outdoors
guide this summer and follow the trail of
distinctive art installations and outdoor
exhibitions across the borough.

The programme will create an art
trail across a number of pop-up and
temporary exhibitions in surprising
locations including our parks and
coastline. Our Art Outdoors season

For more information, visit:
imaginewirral.com
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Wirral Festival
of Firsts

Location Various
Free & paid for events

The Community Arts Festival with something for everyone.
Celebrate who we are and where we live with music, dance, theatre, poetry and
art from local artists as well as great national and international headline acts.
Headliners for 2019 include Griff Rhys Jones, Kabantu, Teatro Pomodoro, The
Celebrated, Manoeuvres, Jyotsna Srikanth and Daphna Sadeh, Luke Wright,
Wirral Community Orchestra and Hoylake bands.

Wirral Poetry Festival
10 - 12 May
A weekend to celebrate poetry and the
spoken word with The Big Poetry Variety
Show, an open mic poetry slam and a
performance by Roger McGough and
LiTTLe MACHiNe.
Get in the mood with Poetry Picnics on
Sunday 31 March and 28 April or have a
go at our Open Poetry Competition.

Hoylake Street
Festival Weekend

Beach Sunday sees the action move
beachside with live theatre, music,
sporting competitions and other
seaside fun.

West Kirby Arts and Crafts 		
Weekend
12 - 14 July
On Saturday 13 July, enjoy music on the
live stage with great food and drink.
Throughout the weekend you can see
work from local artists, pick up goods
from local makers, and take part in family
activities and workshops.

5 - 7 July
The Saturday Street Festival has
something for everyone! Watch street
theatre, try your hand at pavement art,
learn to jive or dance a jig, play a tune,
read a poem or sing along to local choirs
and musicians. And be prepared for a
few surprises!

For more information or to volunteer,
visit: wirralfestivaloffirsts.org.uk and
wirralpoetryfestival.org.uk
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Williamson
Art Gallery
& Museum

Spicer, Studio
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Location Slatey Road,
Birkenhead CH43 4UE
Free, donations welcomed

Stephen Hitchin:
Shooting the Sun

Williamson Open Art & 		
Photography Exhibition

2 March - 14 April

30 March - 5 May

Romance, tragedy, myths, exploration,
trade and communication have all
been facilitated by the sea.

An open exhibition that’s been part of
the local arts scene for as long can be
remembered, the Williamson Open
aims to reflect part of the current
active visual arts scene in Wirral.

For this exhibition of his sculptures,
Stephen Hitchin cites the extreme
environment of the maritime world
as the main inspiration for his work.
Each work changes with light and
viewpoint reflecting the environment
that inspired them.

The exhibition gives both amateur and
professional artists with a connection to
Wirral an opportunity to exhibit work in a
range of visual media on an equal footing.
For more information, visit:
williamsonartgallery.org

| 15

en 2018

Floral
Pavilion

Dates Various
Location Floral Pavilion,
New Brighton, CH45 2JS
Tickets floralpavilion.com

Madagascar the Musical

with a BA in English? How do you find
your purpose? And is the internet really
just for...nevermind!

19 - 23 March
Join Alex (X-Factor 2016 winner
Matt Terry), Marty, Melman and Gloria
as they bound out of the zoo and
onto the stage in this live musical
spectacular.

Fame the Musical
15 - 20 July
The definitive 30th anniversary tour
of Fame the Musical, starring Keith
Jack (Any Dream Will Do, Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolour
Dreamcoat), Mica Paris (Love Me
Tender, Chicago, Mama I Want To
Sing) and Jorgie Porter (Hollyoaks,
Dancing on Ice).

This smash-hit musical features all of your
favourite crack-a-lackin’ friends as they
escape from their home in New York’s
Central Park Zoo and find themselves on
an unexpected journey to the madcap
world of King Julien’s Madagascar.
This brand-new musical from Dreamworks
will leave audiences with no choice but to
‘move it, move it!

Avenue Q
8 - 13 April
Fantasies come true - the hilarious
and multi-award winning Avenue Q
is back! Following a smash-hit run in
2015, the furlariously laugh-out-loud
musical is back by popular demand.
Catch-up with the loveable (and
unforgettable) characters on a downtown
New York Street trying to make sense of
life’s burning issues - like what do you do

Based on the 1980 phenomenal pop
culture film, Fame the Musical is the
international smah-hit sensation following
lives of students at New York’s high
School for The Performing Arts as they
navigate their way through the highs and
lows, the romances and the heartbreaks
and the ultimate elation of life. This
bittersweet but uplifting triumph of a
show explores the issues that confront
many young people today; prejudice,
identity, pride, literacy, sexuality,
substance abuse and perserverance.
For more information, visit:
floralpavilion.com

| 16

Wirral Festival
of Music, Speech
& Drama
Dates Friday 15 – Saturday 23 March
Location Birkenhead High School
Academy, CH43 1TY
Tickets on the door
Come and see diverse musical and
dramatic talent from Wirral and
beyond during the 70th annual
Wirral Festival of Music, Speech
and Drama.
Enjoy speech and drama performances
on 15 & 16 March, followed by a weekend
of musical entries on 22 & 23 March.
For more information, visit:
wirralfestival.co.uk

Wirral Walking
Festival
Dates 1 - 31 May
Location Various
Free & paid for events
Get active and discover the historic
towns and villages and diverse
landscapes that make the Wirral
peninsula such a wonderful place!
Coordinated by Wirral Council’s Parks
and Countryside Service, the Festival
highlights the variety of walks that take
place on the peninsula – including special
one-off outings alongside regular walks.
For more information, visit:
visitwirral.com
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British Open
Team Racing
Championships for
the Wilson Trophy
Dates Friday 10 – Sunday 12 May
Location West Kirby Marine Lake
Free
Now in its 70th year, the Wilson Trophy
is a phenomenal event on the water with
around 300 races over the weekend.
Hosted by WKSC it is widely regarded as
the premier team racing event in the world,
attracting 36 highly skilled teams from the
UK and overseas. The colour matched boats
and commentary make it a unique event for
spectactors.
For more information, visit:
wilsontrophy.co.uk

International
Guitar Festival
Dates 18 - 31 May
Location Floral Pavilion,
New Brighton, CH45 2JS
Free & paid for events
The International Guitar Festival returns to
the Floral Pavilion with another incredible
line-up featuring classical, folk, jazz, blues
and rock music.
Among the guitar stars lined-up for 2019 are
Leo Sayer, Eddi Reader, Lindisfarne, Miloš
Karadaglic´ and Gary Murphy’s Guitar Legends.
For more information, visit:
visitwirral.com
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Places of Interest
WILLIAMSON ART GALLERY & MUSEUM
One of Wirral’s hidden gems, the Williamson Art Gallery & Museum is minutes
from the heart of Birkenhead, on the edge of Oxton village.
A truly splendid building, this elegant gallery hosts busy exhibitions programme,
alongside its permanent collection which includes internationally significant
artworks and the UK’s largest public collection of Della Robbia pottery.

BIRKENHEAD PRIORY
As the oldest standing building on Merseyside, Birkenhead Priory offers a
unique insight into the town of Birkenhead and its historical and spiritual
importance in the development of Wirral.
Now surrounded by factory units and shipyards, the Priory is an oasis of calm
in a busy world and affords unrivalled views of the river and surrounding area.

LADY LEVER ART GALLERY
The Lady Lever Art Gallery in picturesque Port Sunlight houses one of the
UK’s finest collections of fine and decorative art. It has the best collection of
Wedgwood jasperware anywhere in the world and its collection of
Pre-Raphaelite paintings is internationally renowned.
The gallery was founded by William Hesketh Lever (1851-1925) who personally
selected works of art from his huge collection and dedicated the gallery to the
memory of his wife Elizabeth.

FLORAL PAVILION
Situated on New Brighton’s waterfront, the Floral Pavilion Theatre and Blue
Lounge is a 21st century venue at the beating heart of the regeneration of the
coastal town.
The theatre attracts high quality national touring theatre and performers to the
region, provides a local community hub for young people, local performers and
artists of the future, and runs a state of the art flexible conference centre.

BIRKENHEAD PARK
Birkenhead Park was the world’s first publicly funded park when it was opened
in 1847. The park was a major influence on the design of Central Park in New
York and Sefton Park in Liverpool.
The park is home to a number of listed buildings and lodges and there are many
interesting features to explore within the grounds, including the Swiss Bridge
and the Roman Boathouse.
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Lady Lever Art Gallery

Williamson Art Gallery & Museum

Floral Pavilion

Birkenhead Park

Birkenhead Priory

Paul Askew
Chef Patron of The Art School Restaurant
and Chair of the Wirral Visitor Economy
Network
I think we’re truly blessed on the
Wirral, not only do we have some
of the country’s finest growers,
producers and suppliers of produce
we also have a fast developing
hospitality and visitor economy.
It’s widely accepted that the food and
cultural offer, key elements of the visitor
economy, play a vitally important part in
creating a sense of place. If the offer is
there, and it indisputably is for the Wirral,
then the region has part of the vital
ingredients for economic prosperity.
The ingredients are important but of
equal importance is the quality of our
welcome. As I learnt from my parents and
on my travels, it’s important how we treat
people and the first impression we create.
We’ve had plenty of experience of this
with the Open and the Giants and they
set the benchmark for the year ahead.

This should build on the great things
that are already happening like the
introduction of an annual food and drink
festival in Birkenhead Park in September,
and to build a true celebration around the
Tour of Britain and the live performance
of the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic
Orchestra.
The year is about unearthing the hidden
gems of the food and cultural scene,
being positive and above all believing in
what we have to offer. This is our year! It
is a step change opportunity not to be
missed and we must ensure that there is
a strong legacy from this year’s events to
build on.
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Lucy Barrow
Assistant Director:
Culture & Visitor Economy

2019 promises to be another
memorable year for Wirral.
Our year in the spotlight as Borough of
Culture will give everyone the chance to
enjoy major cultural and sporting events
right here in Wirral.
With discovery, exploration and great
outdoors as inspiration, our events - often
in unexpected locations - will showcase
Wirral to the world and are expected to
attract 500,000 people and generate
£7 million worth of economic impact for
local firms. We’re really looking forward
to delivering another incredible year for
local people of all ages, and to welcoming
many more visitors to our shores.
The ambitious programme outlined in
these pages builds on the success of
last year’s Imagine Wirral initiative which,
through the Tall Ships Regatta,

Lost Castles and the Giant Spectacular
etc, engaged more than 250,000 people
and generated an economic impact
estimated at £4 million.
The first major event this year is the
return of the extraordinary Animated
Square to Hamilton Square in Birkenhead
on Saturday 23 March (check out page 4
for more information). It really is a
must-see for all ages, so please come
along and start making the most of the
wonderful opportunities to get out and
enjoy this truly special place.
We’re proud to present the first few
months of our exciting programme in this
brochure. For more information on all of
these events and what to look forward to
in the second half of 2019, please visit:
imaginewirral.com and follow us on
Twitter @ImagineWirral.
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This magnificent peninsula is
characterised by dramatic green and
open spaces, framed by water and
big skies. We’ll be celebrating this
incredible place and bringing Wirral to
the world in 2019 with events inspired
by discovery, exploration and the
great outdoors.

Photo: SWPix

Wirral’s Borough of Culture year
will create unmissable events and
unforgettable experiences, inspired
by our glorious surroundings and
the infinite possibilities they present.

For more information:
Email: cultureteam@wirral.gov.uk
Website: imaginewirral.com
Twitter: @ImagineWirral

